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Simple Past examples - regular verbs 

Fill in the correct form of the Simple Past. 

 Infinitive   Simple Past  Infinitive  Simple Past 

 arrive  ___________  start    ___________ 

 work    ___________  walk   ___________ 

 laugh  ___________   clean   ___________ 

 open    ___________  want    ___________ 

 happen  ___________   look    ___________ 
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Fill in the correct form of  'to be' (was/were). 

1. I am in a hurry.  

   I  _________ in a hurry yesterday.  

2. You are in a hurry.  

    You  ________ in a hurry yesterday. 

3.  He/She/It is in a hurry.  

    He/She/It ________ in a hurry yesterday.  

 4. We are in a hurry. 

 We  ________ in a hurry yesterday.  

 5. You are in a hurry.  

 You  _________ in a hurry yesterday.  

6. They are in a hurry.  

 They_________ in a hurry yesterday.  

7.The weather _________  bad in 2011. 

8. You __________ at home last evening. 

9. I ___________  ill in November. 

10. They ___________  in a hurry one hour ago. 

11. We _________ fantastic yesterday. 

12. The film__________interesting last Saturday. 

13. It_________   a good concert last weekend. 

Use was not or were not.  

1.They____________  ill. 

2. You ____________ tired. 
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3. The children  ____________quiet. 

4. Max____________  in Helsinki last week. 

5. She____________  home for dinner. 

6. The water____________  cold. 

7. There ____________ a good film on TV yesterday. 

8. We____________  in Brazil last winter. 

9. Betty and Florence____________  at school this morning. 

10. I  ____________happy when I heard about the accident. 

Write questions with was or were. 

1. The book was interesting.  _____________the book interesting? 

2. The photos were in the newspaper. _________the photos in the newspaper? 

3. The horse was in its stable.  _________ the horse in its stable? 

4. The teachers were nice.   _________the teachers nice? 

5. It was your birthday last week.  _________ it your birthday last week? 

Past Simple Tense Exercises 

1) Complete the sentences with the SIMPLE PAST of the verbs in parentheses: 

a) They ____________________ (watch) TV last night. 

b) Priscila ____________________ (talk) to her friends all day. 

c) I ___________________ (have) a terrible headache yesterday. 

d) Bob _____________________ (come) home from school late. 

e) They _____________ (arrive) late and _____________ (miss) the bus. 

f) She ____________ (study) hard and _______________(pass) the exam. 

g) He ____________________ (call) the office to tell them he was sick. 
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h) I ________________ (speak) to the director as he was leaving the room. 

i) Dr. Johnson ______________________ (get up) early this morning. 

j) Mary _____________ (do) her homework and____________ (go) to school. 

k) Chris ____________________ (find) a ten-dollar bill. 

l) The dog ______________________ (follow) us down the road. 

m) Those students _____________________ (work) hard last semester. 

n) Lúcio ____________ (stop) at the corner and _______________ (call) us. 

o) I ___________________ (try) to talk to Helen last night. 

p) I ___________________ (pay) the phone bill yesterday. 

q) My dad ____________ (catch) a cold when he __________ (be) in Canada. 

r) She _____________________ (leave) home early yesterday. 

s) They _______ (know) each other very well when they_________ (be) kids. 

t) The teacher _____________________ (bring) the exams corrected. 

u) She was cleaning the vase when she ____________________ (drop) it. 

v) We ___________________ (jog) in the park yesterday. 

w) The fire ______________ (occur) while we ________ (be) out. 

x) I _______________ (meet) some nice people at the party last weekend. 

y) Carol _____________________ (sleep) until late on the weekend. Then, 

she_______________ (go) out to lunch. 

z) We ______________________ (fly) to the USA on a great airplane. 
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Write the negation of the verbs in bold into the correct gaps. 

1. Andy bought a new shirt.  → Andy didn’t buy  a new shirt. 

2. They went shopping last Friday. → They_____________shopping last  

       Friday. 

3.She had a bath in the morning. → She _____________a bath in the morning. 

4. We felt like a big ice cream.  → We______________  like a big ice cream. 

5. The students sat down.   → The students______________  down. 

6. Marie ran home.    → Marie_______________  home. 

7. The managers shook hands on the deal. → The managers______________  

         hands on the deal. 

8. William rode a horse.    → William________________  a horse. 

9. The nurse took Peter's temperature. → The nurse_____________ Peter's 

            temperature. 

10. I understood what the teacher said. → I ________________ what the 

teacher said.   

Make past simple questions 

1) __________________ (I/saw) you last week? 

2) __________________ (you/met) your father yesterday? 

3) __________________ (we/went) to Spain in July? 

4) __________________ (it/snowed) last winter? 

5) __________________ (they/stayed in) last night? 

6) __________________ (Julie/watched) a film on Saturday? 

7) __________________ (Lucy/passed) the exam? 

8) __________________ (you/had) fun at the party? 
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9) __________________ (I/locked) the door? 

10) __________________ (Sally and Victoria/went) to a cafe at lunchtime? 

11) __________________ (we/met) in 1997? 

12) __________________ (the film/started) on time? 

13) __________________ (they/cooked) dinner? 

14) __________________ (it/rained) a lot on your holiday? 

15) __________________ (you/felt) okay on the first day of your new job? 

16) __________________ (I/left) my bag in the taxi? 

17) __________________ (he/played) sport as a child? 

18) __________________ (you/bought) anything today? 

19) __________________ (the meeting/went) well? 

20) __________________(you/liked) the meal? 

Ask questions using did + infinitive.  

1. What________  you___________  (did) last Sunday? 

2. Where ________ the Smiths ________ (lived) in 1996? 

3. How many apples ________ Anna ________ (took) to school yesterday? 

4. When________  Peter ________ (went) to the football match? 

5. Why________  Sarah ________ (walked) to school last week? 

6. Which pencil ________ you________ (chose)? 

7. How ________ Peter ________ (knew) your name? 

8. How much homework  ________you ________ (got) yesterday? 

9. When________  you ________ (saw) the film at the cinema? 

10. Why ________ we ________ (walked) so far yesterday? 
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11. Where  ________John ________ (left) his bike? 

12. Why  ________the boys ________ (threw) the ball through the window? 

2) Write questions or negatives sentences: 

a) She visited her parents last weekend.  

Question: ___________________________________________________? 

b) He cleaned his room before school. 

Question: __________________________________________________? 

c) The teacher found the missing exams. 

Negative: ___________________________________________________ 

d) Tom wanted to go to the movies alone. 

Question: __________________________________________________? 

e) Helena offered Henrique a piece of cake. 

Negative: ____________________________________________________ 

f) I knew what to do. 

Negative: ____________________________________________________ 

g) Alexandre helped Anita with her homework. 

Question: ___________________________________________________? 

h) You ate cookies after dinner. 

Negative: ____________________________________________________ 

i) You talked to her earlier. 

Question: ___________________________________________________? 

j) We turned off the TV after the news. 

Negative: ____________________________________________________ 
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