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                    GREAT CITIES 
 
 
 

A: Discuss and answer. 
  Why do people live in cities? 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

B: Reading Skill: Organizing information 
                  When there are many similar kinds of details, it is useful to organize them. A good 
way to do this is to put them into a table. 
 
Read the passage and fill in the table with right information. 
Mumbai is a city on the west coast of India. It is one of the biggest cities in the world, with a 
population of over 18 million people. London is the capital of the United Kingdom. It is in the south 
of the country and has a population of around eight million people.  
 

Cities Country Region Population 
Mumbai    
London    

 

 
 

READING 2 
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C: Read the passage and answer the question. 
 

Great Cities of the World 
 
What makes a city a great city? Here is some information about four of the world’s most famous 
cities. 
Mumbai 

Mumbai is a city on 
the west coast of 
India. It’s one of the 
biggest cities in the 
world, with a 
population of over 

18 million people. Mumbai is famous for its 
national park and being the home of 
“Bollywood,” where most Indian movies are 
made.   
 
London  

London is the capital of the United Kingdom. 
It is in the south of the country and has a 
population of around eight million people. 
London was created by Romans in A.D. 43. It 

is well known for its many landmarks, such as 
Big Ben and the London Eye.  
 
Shanghai 

Shanghai is the largest city in China, with a 
population of over 14 million people. It was 
founded in 1553 and is on the east coast. 
Shanghai is known for its spectacular skyline, 
the famous Nanjing Road shopping area and 
its busy port. 

 
Rio de Janeiro 
 Rio de Janeiro, with 
a population of 
around 11 million 
people, is one of the 

biggest cities in Brazil. It was founded in 1565 
and is famous for carnival (street party), 
beaches and a large statue on a mountain 
looking over the city. 

 
Answer the questions. 

1. How many people are there in Mumbai? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where are the most Indian Movies made? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. When was Shanghai founded?  

________________________________________________________________________ 
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4. What are the famous places in Sanghai? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. What is the biggest city in Brazil? When was it founded? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

D: Complete the table headings and organize the information from the passage. 
City  London   

Country    - 
Region     
Population     
Founded     
Famous  
Place and 
Festival 

   Carnival, beaches. 
Statue on the 
mountain 
 
 
 

E: Fill in the blanks with matching words.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applied from “Great Cities” Boost! Reading 2 by Jason Renshaw : 2007  

___________________ 
 
(n) something that helps 
you recognize where 
you are 

___________________ 
 
(n) land next to the sea 

___________________ 
 
(n) an area or town 
where ships arrive and 
leave 

___________________ 
 
(n) the outline of 
buildings against the sky 

___________________ 
 
(n) a city where the 
main government of the 
country is 

___________________ 
 
(n) number of people 
living in an area 

___________________ 
 
(adj) very impressive 
and dramatic  

___________________ 
 
(v) to start something 
such as a city or 
company 


